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The Kurdish movement also has been deeply influenced by the
events of the first world war and the subsequent years. For a time
during and after the war the Kurds had hopes of obtaining
autonomy, which was indeed promised them by the Treaty of
Sevres in 1920. The promise, however, was not fulfilled, and
the main body of the Kurdish population has remained divided
between Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran. The nationalist move-
ment has aimed at reuniting these groups in an independent
state if that should be possible ; if it is not possible, at securing
for them administrative and cultural autonomy inside their
countries of residence, or at least the right to live as Kurds, using
their own language and preserving their customs and social
organization. Kurdish nationalism has been growing in strength
throughout the last decades, but it is limited in its effect
by the persistence of tribalism, which is still a stronger force
than nationalism among the Kurds.

In Turkey no concession at all has been made to the Kurdish
demands, and a ruthless attempt has been made to crush their
spirit and compel them to become Turks. In Iran also the
Government of Riza Shah opposed the autonomist movement,
but since 1941 the great Kurdish tribes have possessed virtual
autonomy with a certain degree of Russian encouragement. In
Iraq they were given formal guarantees but little has been done
to carry them out; although not actively persecuted they have
been neglected. Only in Syria, particularly the Jazirah, have
they been well treated by the Mandatory Power and even
encouraged to hope for autonomy. In consequence, Syria has
become a centre of the nationalist movement and a refuge for
exiled leaders from Turkey.

This period also has seen the attempt to create national move-
ments in which minorities can participate as well as the majority.
Thus in Iraq, King Feisal and Great Britain while Mandatory
Power tried to create a sense of Iraqi national solidarity in which
Arabs and Kurds, Sunnis, Shi'is and Christians could share
equally. Similarly in Syria and Lebanon there grew up a
* Syrian National Party' whose doctrines were the unity of Syria,
Lebanon, Palestine and Transjordan, the distinctiveness of
Greater Syria from the other Arabic-speaking countries and the
egual membership of all its inhabkants (except the Zionists) in
tbe aatio&al community.